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The Purdah

Chastity is not a hot-house growth. It cannot be

protected by the surrounding wall of the purdah. It must

grow from within, and   to be worth anything it must

be capable of withstanding every unsought temptation.

Toung India, 3-2-'27

And why is there all this morbid anxiety   about
female purity ? Have women any say in the matter of
male  purity? We  hear  nothing  of   women's   anxiety
about  men's   chastity. Why  should  men  arrogate    to
themselves  the   right to  regulate   female   purity ? It
cannot be superimposed from without. It is a matter of
evolution from within and therefore of individual self-
effort.
Young India, 25-ll-*26

The Dowry System

The system has to go. Marriage must cease to be a
matter of arrangement made by the parents for money.
The system is intimately connected with caste. So long
as the choice is restricted to a few hundred young men
or young women of a particular caste, the system will
persist no matter what is said against it. The girls or
boys or their parents will have to break the bonds of
caste if the evil is to be eradicated. All this means edu-
cation of a character that will revolutionize the men-
tality of the youth of the nation.
Harijan, 23-5-'3 6

Any young man who makes dowry a condition of
marriage discredits his education and his country and
dishonours womanhood. There are many youth move-
ments in the country. I wish that these movements
would   deal   with   questions   of  this   character.   Such